
@paPt()snt of Ysdical Genetics 

in Eotmy 

Your telegram was very kimi. The n8w8 of my elee tion wa8 rather astonishing, 
and it took m eomt t&m to umlerstarxi how it oould have ljappsned. I aa not 
trying to depremte either myself or the &mdeq, but I had thought that it 
did give high war@ foe venerability, as well a5 for other qualificsations. 
iiow8ver, when I mad through th8 nlsmbarship lists in Botany and in Zoology, 
1 found 80 my name8 of good frienda that the result app8ar8d mr8 credible. 

Pr8d.88~ for this r@wm, I: ask you adiiue on a oormected issue. 1 am 
asked now to indicate qy preference for seettional tiership. My first thought 
of ~ourae is to Botany, which proposed my mm, and where there ar8 q cork 
genial fellows. P&spa that is al.1 that ah&d be said about it. &~QflBr, 
my own recent dnlinistr&&im preoacupatione are ih medicine- the whole point 
of the new deprtmmtal arrangwnt is to bra in a new point of view from a 
batdo aciencs. Wu3.d there be a parallel ooneideration in the ~kmdemy‘? For 
this reason, I was wondering about an titernative election in the Pathology and 
Bacteriology section. Another voice thsrein mQht also be of som help in 
the nomination of candida@s who have fundamental contribution, say, in viro- 
logy, but do not at least in principle belong in aqr of the other s8etiont.s. Of 
coumm if there w8re a Osnstica mction, there'd be no further qmation about it. 
I undsretand you'rs prsssing for goam suuh rcsoyganization. 

On th8 whole, if the only psrtinencs of ssctional aff lliation i5 the' pro- 
posal of new candidates, there's no point making any fuse, and Botany it is. Ii 
tiers ever is more aewious business which ia handled along sectional lines, I 
crould make a more distinctive contsibution in the other section; my point of 
view would alrwiy be reflected many t&ma over in Botany and Zoology already. 
Of course, 1 h;rve no idea how aeloome I'd be in E&3, and also run the risk of 
offending dim of kuy friends& did go out of their way. Have you any6 thmghts 
on this? 

Yours aincereRy, 
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.  . . / .-  

Jo&& Lederberg 


